[Autonomy and work in medicine].
We discuss autonomy in medical work as resulting from two basic moments: as social work consuming and producing goods and services, reproducing the dominant mode of production and its ethical foundations; and as a service in which autonomy, limited as social work, expresses some attributes acquired by medical work (technical independence and self-regulation) as a result of the monopoly in the use of science to deal with individually perceived health-related needs. These moments are expressed in the doctor-patient relationship, which makes uncertainties surrounding that relationship more evident. From this understanding about medical work and its autonomous condition, we discuss some theoretical concepts related to the study of labor and/or services in contemporary society and which provide us with an epistemological basis for more adequate approaches to scientific research concerning that object.